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“Where are you from?” This seems like a simple question, and shouldn’t be difficult to
answer. In my case, | never know quite what to say. | was born in America, but moved to the
UK when | was 10 years old, and have now lived in Japan for almost 10 years as well. Living
overseas has made my life very happy and rich. Although there have been many challenges and
difficult times, those experiences have made my life better in so many ways.

As the Vice Director of SIIS, | want to encourage you all to take one of the many opportunities
we have for study abroad. Through encountering other people and other cultures, you will
have a chance to share your life and experiences with others, and you yourself will be forever
changed. We have programmes with so many universities in so many countries that it shouldn’t
be hard to find one that is just right for you.

If you can’t study abroad, there are many other ways to get involved at SIIS and experience
other cultures right here at Seikei. For example, you could join the International Course to study
about other countries in detail, you could volunteer to help our visiting students from other
countries settle into life in Kichijoji, or you could stop by for English Chat Time to share your ideas in English.

Whatever you decide to do, | hope you’ll take advantage of your time as a university student here to begin something new

and exciting in your life, so that you too might have to stop and think a little when someone asks: “where are you from?”
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