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When | was six years old | had to attend
the elementary school without any
knowledge in German language. My
mother assigned a home tutor for me

who was Chinese and she taught me
once a week German. During the home tutor lessons we mainly
focused on a German text and studied the German words. My
home tutor explained the meaning of the words as well as how
they were used in a sentence. | could not remember the details but
I think that it is very important to have a rich vocabulary. After one
year | was able to communicate with my classmates. Although my
German skills were not on a native level, | could understand and
respond to almost everything. The reason why | could master the
language would be in my opinion the environment that | live in.
Furthermore, | assume that children learn more quickly than adults.
| started to learn English in my 3rd year of the elementary school
and at that time, we were supposed to study a lot of vocabulary.
In addition, the teachers provided exercises on listening and
reading comprehension. In high school, the focus had been shifted
to reading and understanding texts as well as analyzing. The most
crucial aspect of our English education is basically improving
your ability to express yourself. In general, students get more
opportunity to speak. Examples would be for example making
presentations, introducing posters, role plays and doing a speech.
Homework also included a lot of writing which were discussed
together during the next lesson. During class we often form
small groups for doing discussions. This is a good opportunity
for each individual to share his opinion. As we know, there are
people who are less motivated to speak in front of a large group.

AV HF =n hvxzpoopesss)

¢ This phenomenon could also be
¢ applied to the English Chat Time
¢ sessions. At this point, | would
. like to recommend English Chat
© Time session to be held in smaller
. groups. | have come to realize
. that many of the students are reluctant to speak due to

¢ their fear of making mistakes. Furthermore, some of the students
- became less confident in participating when they realize that
- other students’ English skill is above theirs. In my opinion, smaller
¢ groups can help students to open up themselves and moreover
¢ encourage them trying to form even more challenging sentences.
¢ The reason why German people learn English quickly might be
- related to their personal hobbies. They like to listen to music. But
- the main point is that they like to listen to English songs more
- that to German songs. In class | often see my classmates writing
- down a whole song text. Another factor would be that they like to
- watch English dramas or movies. In Germany not many people can
¢ access to movies for free on the Internet. One of the remaining
. options is to search on YouTube where the movies can be watched
¢ in English. Also many YouTube users use English for their videos in
which they talk very fast. German people get used to listen to the
. fast speaking maybe by often watching those videos.

© Another aspect is to do a lot of readings. It could be a novel or
. short stories, poems etc.. In class we also choose a book and
- study along with this book by analyzing the characters and the
. storylines.

In conclusion, it is important to acquire a vast range of vocabulary

and to get used to the language used in the daily life.
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Super Simple
Delicious Chicken
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1. Any chicken meat without bones, breast or thigh meat
(sasami is great).

2. Coat the meat with “katakuriko” and any spices you prefer
mixed in (i.e. curry, paprika or any variety of spices).

3. Cook in olive oil at high heat until browned and turn over
and brown other side. (about 1 minute)

4. Turn heat down to lowest and keep completely covered
and sealed with heat at lowest for 10
minutes.

5. Turn heat off and do not open for 10
more minutes.

flavorful chicken!
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