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“Unividual.” That is our class motto. At least |
hope it will be. We haven’t made the final choice
but it is the one | like the best. The students
explained it to me as a combination of “unique”
and “individual.” And that pretty much describes
the IH class this year, and come to think of it, it
pretty much describes all the six IH classes that |
have looked after. Fifteen or so boys and girls,
who are Japanese, but are not Japanese. All
getting used to life in a Japanese school with
their classmates, while sharing their rich life
experiences with each other and their non-re-
turnee friends from other classes. In this short
space given to me, | was going to describe IH as a
family, and more than just a class, but perhaps |
should borrow from my very smart class and just
say that we are one very Unividual Family !!
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My role as the Academic Advisor is to provide academic
and personal support to any and all students involved in
international education, whether that takes the form of
strengthening their English abilities, recommending
study abroad programs, assisting in applying to foreign
universities, or preparing them for Eiken/international
programs at Japanese universities. With a background in
studying the U.S. higher education system, | apply that
knowledge and experience to offer TOEFL, SAT, and
pre-study abroad classes after school to any interested
students. These opportunities are open to students in
both the junior and senior high schools, and allow them
to either acquire the skills and preparation for their
higher education path needs or to further improve their
English. Outside of classes, students can sign up for a
one-on-one appointment to talk about any school-,
English-, or international-related topic they have.
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