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Japanese Prime Ministers of the Heisei Era:
Portraits of the 16 Leaders

Ve MR, BRI B, B RO, e el
Akio Watanabe®, Noriko Akiyama**, Taizo Miyagi**, Kensuke Takayasu

Hkk

Abstract

This article is a record of lectures on Japanese prime ministers who appeared
in the approximately 30 years of the Heisei era. First, Akio Watanabe amongst
other prime ministers, mainly discussed Kiichi Miyazawa, comparing him with
Hayato Ikeda and Masayoshi Ohira. Next, Noriko Akiyama talked about her
observations on the personalities of Ryutaro Hashimoto, Keizo Obuchi, Junichiro
Koizumi, Yoshihiko Noda and, Shinzo Abe, based on her interviews with these
leaders. Taizo Miyagi discussed the characteristics of Heisei era in the context of
Japanese political history and international relations over the Asia-Pacific region.
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Climate Security: Perspectives on Confronting the Climate Crisis

FRI (5]
Shinji Inada

Abstract

Climate change is increasingly recognized as a ‘threat multiplier’ with
serious implication for peace and security. Leading media of the world intend
to call current situation as the 'climate crisis'. The inauguration of the Biden
administration in the US in January 2021 has triggered a renewed interest in
climate change measures on a global scale. Meanwhile, with the rapid spread of
renewable energy and other energy sources, the struggle for supremacy over oil
and natural gas is changing. There is growing momentum to reassess geopolitical
risks. The concept of 'climate security', which is increasingly being discussed
mainly in Europe and the US, is beginning to attract attention in Japan.
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Brazilian Democracy at a Crossroads:
Covid-19 and the Political Crisis under Bolsonaro Administration

fif] FH 3 *
Gen Okada

Abstract

In Brazil, where Covid-19 was discovered in late February 2020, the outbreak
has since exploded. Behind this lies a serious socioeconomic problem that has
persisted since colonial times, such as the disparity between rich and poor
and the fragility of the healthcare system. But the Bolsonaro administration's
attitude in confronting this new infection was also a contributing factor. That
attitude, in a word, is unscientific and undemocratic.

This report will focus mainly on the activities of the Brazilian federal and state
governments during the early stages of the outbreak. This is because the period
leading up to the start of vaccination was the most confusing and the time when
various countermeasures were put in place.

The "measures" of the authoritarian-oriented Bolsonaro administration were
also a challenge to democracy. How did Brazil's democratic system of governance,
established after the military regime, react to this challenge? I would like to
consider the impact of the unknown infection on Brazilian democracy under the
Bolsonaro administration.
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What the Highway Remembers: Route 66 and America

B R0
Toshifumi Miyawaki

Abstract

This thesis analyzes the harsh reality laid on the reverse side of the American
dream that John Steinbeck vividly described in The Grapes of Wrath (1939).
Steinbeck obviously underscores that the United States, which is the land of the
American dream, has taken the wrong route and put unfortunate people like the
Dust Bowl migrants in a cruel predicament. Has this country rightly come back
to the path which it was supposed to take from the outset as the promised land,
or is it still taking the wrong course even now?

Route 66, which the protagonist Tom Joad and his family take in the novel, still
winds through people’s fantasies today even after it was officially removed from
the United States Highway System in 1985. Why are people still fascinated with
this old highway? What has this highway witnessed about American history?
Running along this highway with the Joad family, and with Woody Guthrie and
Bruce Springsteen who sing for oppressed people, I will examine the present state
of the country by analyzing Jessica Bruder’s Nomadland (2017) to see how things
have changed since the 1930s. Is the American dream still alive? Is California still
a promised land for American people? What lessons have been learned from the
Dust Bowl, which dispossessed the Joad family? Route 66 has been a witness to
so many aspects of American history. The highway itself carries its own memories
while continuing to capture the imagination of so many others even today.
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Study of AC-AC converter for PMSM drives
for air conditioners in Asia
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Sari Maekawa

Abstract

In recent years, the market for air conditioners in emerging Asian countries
such as India and Vietnam has been expanding. Although on-off type air
conditioners have been the mainstay of the market, various manufacturers
have developed high-efficiency products using inverters and permanent magnet
synchronous motors (PMSM), and the ratio of inverters in Japan, China, Europe,
and Oceania is increasing.

On the other hand, in emerging regions such as Asia, the quality of the power
supply 1s poor, causing frequent power outages as well as instantaneous voltage
fluctuations and voltage drops. In addition, high-efficiency operation is required for
power converters. This is because there is an efficiency index called APF (Annual
Performance Factor) in the performance index of air conditioners, and these
performances are directly related to the performance of air conditioners and even
to the sales of products. Generally, an AC/DC converter is used to obtain the DC
power necessary for the inverter that drives the motor from the AC power supplied
to the air conditioner. AC/DC converters that have a function of suppressing
harmonics of the input system current in addition to the power conversion function
are called PFC (Power Factor Correction) converters in particular.

In this study, we propose a partial switching method based on the commonly
used PI control to stop the switching operation of the power converter near the
peak of the AC voltage by appropriately adjusting the DC voltage command
value, thereby reducing the switching losses. This method reduces the switching
loss and thus improves the efficiency of PFC converters.
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School Experience of Zainichi Korean and Attitudes toward Hate Speech:
The Collective Identity against Racism Formed in Joseon-School

B Rzl
Kangryol Chung

Abstract

Hate speech, a new type of racism against Zainichi Korean, has become a social
issue in Japan since the 2000s. The purpose of this paper is to explain attitudes
that Zainichi Koreans forms toward this new racism in association with their
life courses and identities. The qualitative survey, which combines life course
interview and reaction survey conducted with the hate speech card, revealed
that the attitudes toward hate speech can be divided into passive and assertive
and those who have attended Korean ethnic school (Joseon-School) tend to
actively “object to” the racist. I argue that this anti-racist disposition is formed
through participating in "the special class" and the social movements held in the
school. The findings obtained in this article contribute not only to migration and
ethnic studies but also to the anti-racism movement in Japan.
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