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Foreign Language Policy & Education in China
Shanghai International Studies University, Ronghui ZHAO

(EBNEZEAFEEMAMBER ©H FE)

1. An overview of language situation & policy
in China

China is one of the richest countries in
linguistic diversity. The language situation
there should be described as “diversity in unity”.
“Diversity” refers to more than 300 languages
belonging to 5 different language families.
“Unity” points out the character of the national
language policy, in which Mandarin plays the
role of national common language and the other
languages have their own development space
as well. The target of China’s language policy
1s to respect the linguistic ecology and improve
communication in the country.

2. Foreign Language Policy and Its Content

Foreign language policy (FLP) in China
includes the policy of foreign language status,
education, application and translation. From a
legal point of view, foreign language is a very
special component in the national language
policy system. In formal occasions, foreign
language use is restricted. Because of the
lack of natural acquisition, foreign language
development mainly relies on education. Since
the reform and opening up, China made a
programmatic document for foreign language
education (FLE) and vigorously promotes its
development. At present, foreign languages are
widely applied in education, mass media, public
affairs, daily communication, examination and
enrollment, promotion and etc. Meanwhile, the
translation policy should be viewed a special
application policy, which is affected by political,
economic, social and other influencing factors.
3. Foreign Language Education in China

The earliest FLE began at Yuan dynasty
(13th century). During the Ming and Qing
dynasties, the Republican period, there were
also FLE institutions run by the government.
The development of FLE in new China mainly
depends on official investment and guidance.
Since the implementation of the reform and
opening policy, many social institutions and
individuals have become an important part in
FLE.

The policy document that has the greatest
impact on FLE in China is the "Opinions on
strengthening FLE" (1978), which defines the
FLE as a vital way of increasing the scientific
knowledge, improving the cultural and artistic
accomplishment.

FLE in China consists of 4 basic levels:

(1) FLE in colleges and departments as
major. This is the leading platform of FLE,
which focuses on teacher and high-quality
translator training, academic research, textbook
and dictionary compiling. This level can not
only cultivate bachelor, master and doctor in
usual sense, but also provides MTI (Master of
Translation and Interpreting) program. The
Ministry of Education has set up a number
of teaching committees for foreign language
majors to formulate syllabus, compile teaching
materials and design language proficiency tests.

(2) FLE in colleges. On this level, foreign
language is taught as a basic course for college
students. According to the statistics of the
Ministry of Education, the number of students
1s nearly 37 million. In 1950s Russian was the
most popular foreign language in China, while
English took the first place in 1970s. At present,
a small number of students is learning Russian,
Japanese, French and German.

(3) FLE in higher vocational schools aims
to prepare high skilled working people needed
for production, construction, service and
management. This level includes professional
FLE and nonprofessional FLE. English is
the most commonly taught language, while
other languages (Japanese, French, German,
Spanish, Korean, Russian, Vietnamese, Malay,
Indonesian, Arabic, Thai, Burmese, Cambodian,
etc.) are also taught.

(4) FLE on basic level consists of FLE in
infant education organizations and schools.
There are about 180 million students
throughout the country. In 1960s foreign
language courses started in most urban schools.
Since 1978, English was opened in all middle
schools and most urban primary schools. It is
considered as one of the most important courses,
together with Chinese and Mathematics.
English is the most popular language in China
for more than 5 million students. Japanese and
Russian are taught in some places.

FLE is very popular in China. People with
good foreign language ability are highly
respected. In recent years, the government
has taken various measures to encourage
other languages development. The number
of languages offered in all kinds of schools is
increasing. It is expected that in 2020, China
will offer 100 modern languages in education.




BIERZET TR FMRE > 2 —

CAPS Newsletter No.136

[ [REONEERER VN EEME EARESRE

CAPS X{IHiRE& HE S & & J

201748 H 1 H. LA ERE KRS S B0 5E AT
DR TH LHMAEMI % #ME L TBHE L.
CAPSHLKIZES M L 720 (p.8ICL 27 F ¥ —
DGR F LOTWPWe) MIKIEEEE (0
TEE) A BMIZENTEBY, EFEOELT—TH
LA SEFOMEE TR, PEOIMEGEECE, df
EFESE. € L CHEHBHMTOLSHEMERICEL T
L DEBEHITONTN L, IR L LT
DA IE 7 1 — v FIEIZE B9 RO E
S, BRI =z okl - =2 —3—72
Z L CHRIOEI O =R O B 78 D SERZ [
FTHIZIY L E N T W 2o RIS O FEIS
7 b NMTHETUL, B AFKE T & 2 REHFE
HOFEMEHIZ IO H Tz,

HEROME 1L, 1977 I ALRFE G ATHRE L C
LI, 304ERIAEME L - hE O EFESRE LR
EHM R, WESLHGE R EEICE A THELT
LD THo7z, HMIKH, 2O 30FHT—FK
S RbIE, —REIROERASRARIZZIL L 72
ZETHolzbwy, HERIEZO LS LhENCB
T AAERE XY B BREY . 5= 00 BORH
— [ EREHAT BOR I A ERESZCE Bk T/ EREICH
BUE ] —DbMai s ok, HEOSEZERE
DNTLODHEFLNIIIBITLERELZFS NI
a7z,

R I HE C HRUN A T, IR G ERIK D &
Nizo REFHEMOEIEERZ L. THE P E
IR & L CRER X N2 304EHT E TOHE D
NEFESE L OB THEOHREOFET L O3
EHOE SRR EN, ZoM, —FEELHKF
WHENIMIZ o 7D B S 7z, #HIKIZ LU,
TLHED I0FM THE SN TV IANERE R F N TR
5. ZO30FEMTRERICEMR SN2 LK
X<, EBOSIETmICBWTIERFEARICBITS

‘jé -

T bhb, (F1R) % Wi o, G # 200 5. (B

y 2 . £ LN .
V., M_

) & B KL ER —RF K

AWEFEOR SR H & le_xT 2%, 5%, 10
H L BEREICFRZEICT & s, 72, AVER
DEFENDOFRBAFEICIEF I AR H L&D
KEVWEWH,

F-HERFOET—ERIL. ZREER L
LCOHEICBIT 2P BRIEDOSE L NEFERE
DM BRI O W TIRIE S e, B2 IEE &~
TIVEHBRRHEY A4 7 IVEHIBX TlE, EEO%
BAAT o 72 S PFEDTHE 2 5 T & DVINFERGE
FUIBTL2BOBERFUCEELTIZLTBN., A%
RIEOSFEOMFEL D  REEHEIMELSINTL
oLV ERIIOVWTE R I N,

EMIZ, HRIEHEDOFHEIZB VT, 56 HHEHD
RfEE 300 LoOSiELHOHEICB IS [£
T & VI EIZOVWTHA SN, FEOSHE
FOROBMIECO L) RIRMABEEST L LIH
D, T332 —2ary&iE»szolC I3 EiEE
R LAED T IUE R S s, — T THERA
BERROSELUE L 2T LS 20 EHIN
oo iV, EREMIZIE, DTEENOSEE A
EFEONT VA% MWA Z L IZFEFICHL L a3 2
ZTFADNEL TR B IR, VBRI L
WERIRZ B SN TWAE LWV, FEOBIMEDS
X, BEOEICLZ2UERIEER. FEOFE
PHAEZBEST LAY v FIZOWTOEMAH
SN, HRKIE, MNREOY V-2 a D
BE S REINAREE OFE O ERO B S 12 fil
nNon, BEOEZTNEHRIBRELZLELT 5D
DT RV ERRS N, HAREDEBRIZOWT
3. HRABFEOEIDL SR, LF - T2 A% L
DAL DFEFBIZDOWTEES NI,

7 u—NALDOERIZINZ . HARTY 2020 F 5
HAERBEE — o DL L 72458 0 EER LAY
DOHNLEMIZH Y, WEERER L SHEAIEAND
BElarmEFoTwni,
D74 Tld. #7230
AE [ o E o R IE A A5
BEERL L2YEE
WEMEFEHE LSS
ENRTE, HERIZBITS
AL L SHEHBERE
*EZ2 5 FETOLIFICAH
BRThHoT. SHOLW
TR B ED TV E 2
EBED o




BIERZT TR FEMRE > 2 —

CAPS Newsletter No.136

2017E #HA702 17 OB E2E

NAOy MRAR7OY 17 MAKEROBEFRICET 2RBEAREY 3

aib=3av]

“Air-water-interface discharge simulations for advanced water resource utilization”
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