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Michio Ité’ s Reminisces of Ezra Pound, W.B. Yeats and Other Matters:
A Translation and Critical Edition of a Seminal Document in Modernist Aesthetics,

Michio Ito, edited with a Critical Introduction and Notes by David Ewick and Dorsey Kleitz
(Edwin Mellen Press, 2018)

N#E#iE Barnaby Ralph

It can be hard, in the sea of published works
that breaks against the shore of readers each
year, to find something of value, let alone
importance. Information washes over us
constantly and often leaves nothing behind but
dampness and a faint briny smell. However,
this slender volume is worth more than simply
casual attention.

The reviewed work is the translation of a
lecture by Michio Ito, given in 1955 at Tokyo
Woman’s Christian University,
and it opens with a rather
poignant introduction by his
granddaughter, who urges
the reader to put the search

MicHio IT6 REMINISCENCES
OF EZrRA PouND, W. B. YEATS,
AND OTHER MATTERS

the tensions of his day.

The lecture itself is endearing, frank, chatty
and yet profound. It opens with an indication of
the two worlds between which Ito lived through
his early attempts to study music, which led
to dance and a wonderful relationship with
Debussy, amongst others. From here, there is an
encounter with an Arabic sage in Egypt, which
sets the stage for a career that was to embrace
the leading artistic figures of the early twentieth
century, from the dancers
Isadora Duncan and Emile
Jaques-Dalcroze to the critic
Shaw and the poets Pound and
Yeats, on whom Ito’s influence is

A Translation and Critical Edition
of a Seminal Document in Modernist Aesthetics

for absolutist veracity to
one side, and to focus upon
“ideology” from “a master
storyteller” rather than simple,
brutal “logistics.” This is an
exhortation that charms from
the very outset.

Unlike many similar volumes,
the introductory material here
is of equal value to the main
body itself. As well as the
preface by Ito’s granddaughter, there is a superb
foreword by John Gery, Director of the Ezra
Pound Center for Literature, connecting Pound,
Yeats and Ito and emphasizing the key point —
for, at least, a lecture by a Modernist dancer —
that beauty can be something dynamic. This is
followed by an introduction that, whilst logical
and chronological, has something of a stream-
of-consciousness feel itself, and in which the
authoritative presence of the first of the editors
is most clearly felt. Via this Ewickian voice, we
are offered a biographical sketch that draws
together history with interpreted significance,
offering a fascinating overview of both Ito and

Michio Ita

perhaps of the most interest to
scholars of literary Modernism.

Studies which mention Ito
in the Western context tend
to explore his influence on
others, seeing him as a creative
force of a certain type, yet we
find precisely the opposite
happening here. Within his
lecture, he sees himself as a
palimpsest, onto which the
symbols of different cultures might be inscribed.
In fact, he recounts his own reacting with horror
to the realization that others saw him as a
kind of Asian authoritative voice, to which his
instinctive response was silence.

With this well-annotated and finely-framed
translation, many international scholars of
Modernism are finally able to understand
Ito as a figure looking out, and to witness his
grappling with the concepts of balance and
cultural transference. There is much to enjoy
and much to ponder in this wonderful lecture,
and it is surely an essential addition to any
serious library of Modernist studies.
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