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Walking through Tokyo
[] Strategies of making the global megalopolis home

Full Professor Ludwig Maximilians University of Munich

Since the nineteenth century most modern cities have
been transformed by the industrial revolution and a pre-
viously unknown growth of population. Additionally, due
to their importance in the building of a nation, capital
citieswere an especial focus of ambitious modernisation
and atesting ground for new patterns of city planning.
Modernisation, and later on “ globalisation” have not only
left its mark on European capitals such as London, Paris
and Berlin but also on non-European ones, for instance
Tokyo. All these cities have become centres of manufac-
turing, exchange and consumption, of communication,
cultural production and national representation.

Accordingly, al these metropolises have experienced
tremendous changes and transformations of their urban
fabric, population, culture, and everyday life. In particu-
lar the history of Tokyo can be described as an ongoing
cycle of destruction and rebuilding. The most dramatic
events are the modernization of Tokyo in the course of
the Meiji Restoration, the Great Kant6 Earthquake of
1923 and Tokyo's rebuilding, Tokyo's destruction dur-
ing the war years of 1944 and 1945, and its rebuilding
and forced industrialization in the post-war period, the
modernization projects in the run-up to the Olympic
games of 1964, and Tokyo's formation as global city and
the building boom of the 1980s. Today atotal of 33 mil-
lion people make up the living area of the Tokyo Mega-
lopolis Region.

Evelyn Schulz

In short, in present day
Tokyo spaces and buildings
of the Edo and Meiji periods
have only survived by acci-
dent. As the ongoing con-
struction of highways and
skyscrapers permanently
transforms not only the skyline of the city but also the
spaces of everyday life, | amin particular interested in
cultural strategies and practices of both preserving the
memory of Tokyo's past aswell as making Tokyo home.
The transformation of Tokyo has been accompanied by
enormous writing activities. A large and diverse body of
texts about Tokyo has come into being. These textsin-
clude awide range of genres such as social and econo-
mic analyses, topographical descriptions, philosophical
and political treatises, reportages as well as documen-
tary and literary texts. Most of them have so far received
only scant attention in Japanese literary criticism and
the Western studies associated with Japan.

However, al of them are involved in the struggle of
writing down Tokyo's history while providing various
kinds of information useful for understanding the city,
i.e., its transformation in terms of appearance, structure
and function, and the rapidly changing realities of its
everyday world. Most of them are semi- or non-fictional

and therefore are not categorised as ‘literature’, as
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bungaku, in other words.

In recent years, in urban discourse more and more at-
tention is directed to the question of how the individual
is perceiving and appropriating both urban spacesin gen-
eral as well asthe particular city where one lives. The
prototype of such anindividua isthefigure of thewalker-
writer respectively Flaneur who leisurely strollsthrough
the city and then writes about his experiences.

In particular, in modern Japanese literature and cul-
ture a strong interconnection between writing and walk-
ing can be observed. The so-called sanpo bungaku (lit-
erature of walks) is based upon written-down walks
which mostly are undertaken alone. As most of the walk-
ersknow the areasthey arewriting about from their child-
hood on, traversing a city on foot is an autobiographical
respectively autoethnographical activity. In this respect,
the urban connoisseur is aso an amateur archeologist of
the recently vanished past. Not surprisingly, an elegiac
nostalgic tone cregps into this genre, as personal memo-
ries intersect with what had formerly existed on a par-
ticular spot.

The object of nostalgia in these memoirs is both the
autobiographical subject’s past as well as the historical
experience of the people of Tokyo, if not of Japan in
general. In this respect, these memoirs straddle the ge-
neric conventions of autobiography and ethnography,
hence they could be called “autoethnography” or “auto-
topography”, as they are centred on an intense relation-
ship between the built environment, personal and col-
lective memory, and history.

In this context the writings of Nagai Kaf (1 (1879-1959)
can be seen as starting point to the emergence of the

modern Flaneur in Japan. Kaf(l has been called the

chronicler of Tokyo, and he isindeed an urban writer
par excellence. In particular his essay Hiyorigeta (“Fair-
weather clogs’), published in 1914, became a model for
this genre of urban literature. Further examples are pub-
lications such as Boku no shin ky( Téky6 chizu (My Map
of the Old and New Tokyo; 1936) by Saté Hachird (1903—
73) and Watashi no Toky6 chizu (My Map of Tokyo;
1949) by Sata Ineko (1904-98), while more recent ex-
amples are Boku no Toky6 chizu (My Map of Tokyo;
1985) by Yasuoka Shétard (b. 1920) and Watashi no naka
no Tokyd (The Tokyo Inside Myself; 1989) by Noguchi
Fujio (1911-93). The 55 volumes anthology Furusato
bungakukan (Tokyo: Gyosei, 1993-95) is a huge collec-
tion of related texts covering not only the literature of
Tokyo, but nearly of whole Japan. In recent years, anew
wave of nostalgic accounts of “Tokyo's way of lifein
the Shitamachi area” and in particular of photograph al-
bums of “the Tokyo that has been lost” can be noticed.
Nostalgia conjures up an image of the past from the
point of view of the present. Asaresult, it often reflects
the present more than it does the imaginary past. Many
of these publications focus on describing urban con-
sciousness and the everyday life and culture in the small
aleyways, the roji. The narration of the personal memo-
ries of growing up in Tokyo or making Tokyo home af -
firmsalocal identity which feels threatened by the frag-
mentation and commercialization of Tokyo's urban space
resulting from the globalization of the Japanese economy.
In this respect, such writings can be understood as an
alternative way of narrating history to what has been
officially sanctioned by the nation-state and its politics
of transforming Tokyo from acity of waterways (as Edo

was) to the capital of globalizing Japan.
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Third World Quarterly, Vol.27, No.1
“The National or the Social? Problems of nation-build-
ing in post-World War 11 Philippines”

Kathleen Weekley
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Asian Affairs, VVol.32, No.4
“Promoting Democracy: Results of Democratization
Efforts in the Philippines”

Clifton Sherrill
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Asian Cultural Studies 15 Special issue
“The Struggle of the Muslim People in the Southern
Philippines: Independence or Regional Autonomy?”
Temario C. Rivera
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Asian Journal of Social Science, VVol.34, No.1
“Culture, Social Science & the Philippine Nation-State”
Raul Pertierra
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Pacific Affairs, Vol.78, No.4

“Colonial Capital, Modernist Capital, Global Capital:
The Changing Political Symbolism of Urban Space in
Metro Manila, the Philippines”

Gavin Shatkin
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