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Posttraumatic Stress Disorder and the War on Terrorism

Allan Young, McGill University
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New Women, Modern Girls & Postwar Feminists:
New Directions in Research on Women in Japan

0

For scholars in Asia and the West, “March Mad-
ness’ means the scramble to prepare for the annual
Association of Asian Studies meeting. Approximately
oneyear beforethisyear's conference, whichwasheld
at the Boston Marriott Hotel from March 22-March
25, 2007, filmmaker and Professor of Japanese Lit-
erature at the University of North Carolinain Chapel
Hill, Jan Bardsley asked if | would submit a proposal
for aroundtable that was in the offing. In December
2006 the coveted letter of acceptance arrived. Thanks
to agenerous grant from CAPS, hope turned into re-
ality, and | was made the sole “modern girl” on apanel
that consisted of five “new women.”

In addition to our chair and organizer, Professor
Bardsley, the panel entitled New Women, Modern
Girls and Postwar Feminists consisted of Professors
Teruko Craig of Harvard University, Indra Levy of
Stanford University, Sarah Frederick of Boston Uni-
versity, Dina Lowy of Gettysburg College, and Bar-
bara Sato of Seikei University. Since al of the par-
ticipants had recently published new, exciting books
on the New Woman, for me, this was a splendid op-
portunity to exchange ideas with the authors as well
asread their books.

Worth noting is that nearly 100 years after her de-
but in Japan, the New Woman is the subject of so much
research, biography, and translation into English.
Viewed as one who sought education, financial inde-
pendence, and artistic expression, the New Woman
emerged in Europe and the United Statesin the 19t
century, and became a symbol of modernity in China,
Egypt and Japan. In the 1910s, Japanese associated
the New Woman with girl students, actresses, fictional
heroines, and women writers. The aim of the
roundtable not only wasto consider the New Woman
in her own times, but also to think about possible con-
nections between the New Woman and other icons of
the feminine such as the Modern Girl and postwar
feminists that followed her. What does thislong view
tell us about the New Woman and her relation to these
later emblems of women's liberation? How do such

ooooo Ooooooo

iconic figures shape the study of gender and femi-
nism in Japanese history and literature?

Each panelist prepared visual images and was al-
lotted twenty minutes and no longer to speak. Having
been assigned one of the larger rooms, abig concern
was whether or not our panel, which was scheduled
from 5:00 to 7:00PM on Saturday evening, would
draw an audience. To our delight, there was standing
room only. Since we hoped to engage the audience in
“informal” conversation, we wanted everyone to feel
freetojoin the discussion at any time during the ninety
minute session. And that is precisely what took place.

The conference offered an opportunity to learn
about new research projects, renew old friendships,
and make many new colleagues. The invitation only
party hosted by the Reischauer Institute at Harvard
provided one such chanceto do just that. In fact, Pro-
fessor Suzuki Kenji, Director of CAPS, requested that
| attend the party as his representative. When | en-
tered the banquet hall at 6:30 PM, | felt atwinge of
apprehension. In no time | was greeted by hugs from
old colleagues and soon found myself engaged in con-
versation with scholars from several countries.
Once again, CAPS, kanpai!

Panelists

. Sarah Frederick, author of Turning Pages:

Reading and Writing Women's Magazines in Inter-
war Japan

Indra Levy, author of Srens of the Western Shore:
The Wester nesgue Femme Fatale, Translation, and
Vernacular Style in Modern Japanese Literature.
Dina Lowy, author of The Japanese “ New WWoman” :
Contending Images of Gender and Modernity,
1910-1920

Barbara Sato, author of The New Japanese \Woman:
Modernity, Media, and Women in Interwar Japan
Teruko Craig. Her new translation debuted in Octo-
ber 2006: In the Beginning, Woman Was the Sun: The
Autobiography of Hiratsuka Raicho, Japanese
Feminist.
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“Australia, the US and East Asia: Are Close Ties with
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Contemporary Southeast Asia, Vol 28, No.2
“Southeast Asian Perceptions of Australia’s Foreign
Policy”

Craig A. Snyder
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“The Cambridge Companion to Peirce” edited by Cheryl Misak
Cambridge University Press, 2004
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