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“ The US failure in Iraq and Its Consequences”
OD0000000O000 GeraldCurtis 0000000000000

After failing to find weapons of mass destruction,
American objectives in Iraq shifted to installing a
democratic regime and achieving political stability.
Thefailureto achieve these objectives amountsto one
of the worst debacles in the history of American for-
eign policy. The consequences of this colossal blun-
der are likely to be far reaching and long lasting.

Perhaps the United States might have been suc-
cessful in Irag if it had deployed a much larger mili-
tary force after toppling Saddam Hussein, if it had
avoided making egregious errors such as disbanding
the Iragi military and purging all Baath party mem-
bers from official positions, and if it had made amas-
sive effort to restore and strengthen the Iragi economy.
Even then, | fear US policy would have failed. Itis
very unlikely that the US could have suppressed vio-
lent clashes between social forceslet loose by the end
Saddam Hussein's reign of terror or that the Ameri-
can people or Middle Eastern countries would have
tolerated the stationing of American troops to impose
stability for the ten years or more that probably would
have been required.

Is there any way for the US to prevail given the
current realities? Few Americans believe that Presi-
dent Bush’s new strategy of increasing the number of
US forces by 21,000 and concentrating on securing
Baghdad is going to work. The size of the increase
seems too small and it comes too late to suppress the
insurgency. But those who criticize Bush for sending
more American soldiersinto harm’s way do not have
aconvincing planto win either. Yet Bush’'scriticsare
mostly unwilling to say that the war cannot be won
and that the US should cut its losses and withdraw.

President Bush has dug in his heels and probably
will stick with his new policy even though it fails to
produce victory. It may be the task of the new Presi-
dent to undertake the withdrawal of UStroops. Need-
lessto say, thisis all too reminiscent of Vietnam.

There are several possible consequences of an

American failure to prevail in Irag.

One possibility isawider war. The Bush Admin-
istration would claim as justification for expanding
the war that Iran’s support for the insurgency requires
the US to take the war directly to Iran. This possibil-
ity isreinforced by the conviction that Iran is deter-
mined to develop nuclear weapons and that this effort
must be stopped at all costs.

Another possibility isthat aUS defeat in Irag will
lead to neo-isolationism in the United States. Public
opinion is likely to favor withdrawing US military
power from dangerous areas and thereby reduce the
US abhility to influence eventsin volatile regions like
the Middle East. US withdrawal from Iraq in the ab-
sence of apolitical settlement could produce aregion
wide conflict.

Turmoil in Iraq and the wider Middle East hasin-
tensified the American desire to push for an Israeli-
Palestine peace accord and bring about the establish-
ment of a Palestinian state. But the chances that this
effort will prove successful seem pitifully low given
the palitical conflict in Palestine between the Pales-
tine Authority and Hamas and the political disarray in
Israel.

Another, in my positive view, poss ble consequence
of the Iraq debacle may be the end of the effort to use
US military power to bring about regime change and
spread democracy. Hopefully, we are moving away
from the reckless visionary policies of the neo-con-
servatives and returning to amore sober, cautious, and
realistic approach to foreign policy.

It would be wrong to try to downplay the profound
effects of the Bush Administration’s disastrous policy
inIrag. US credibility has been undermined and the
image that people around the world hold of the US
has been deeply damaged. Repairing the reputation
of the United States is going to be one of the major
tasks facing the person who will succeed George Bush
as President.
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“The New Threats : Nuclear Amnesia, Nuclear Legiti-
macy”

Jack Mendelsohn
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Part One BorderlessMedia and Nation-States
1. Challenges from Cross-border Media and New Media (Somkiat Tangkitvanich)
2. Expanding the Sense of Belonging between the Media and their Audience
(Akira Hashimoto)
3. Policies for National Culture in Australia (Yoriko Kawakami)
Part Two Media Concentration and Nation-States
4. Rupert Murdoch's Global Ambition (Rodney Tiffen)
5. Media Ownership Regulation in U.S. (Iwao Kidokoro)
6. Media Reorganization in South Korea (Lee Yeon)
Part Three Media Counterpartsand Nation-States
7. The Internet and Political Expression in China (Fan Shiming)
8. The Potential of Online Journalism as a Force for Social Change
(Hiroshi Nagai)
9. Media and Marginalized Ethnic Minorities (Masao Ayabe)
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