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HFEBZE 712 =7 & Collaborative Projects
HFgEEH ZIREDIER—HROWFEARE A E 2 5
Research Theme Diverse approaches to English Education in Japan
WS (4R 1) - * ANgEES
Years 2020 ~ 2023 (ST $0%)
HiE Naomi Ono
INFRERFTORGERE BT A MEN 2L L, £0| Leader Professor,
fERITEIZOWCTHAEEFERL . HAROIWEEFEHZORE Faculty of
[l LD 720 DRI IRETEZWIIET 5. Humanities
H W The purpose pf the project is twofold: to clarify problems Tl Bz
p related to pedagogy in early and tertiary English (iggli;%g)
urpose education in Japan, and to investigate how best to 7 M %E’H-dc *
address them. The results of the project are expected to HTE an%mlf rayama
be valuable suggestions about educational implications| Sub-Leader Fro elisor%
for Japanese students learning English. H aculty o
umanities
WrgeE H “Disaster Literature” (5 %305 O W[ FgM:
Research Theme Possibility and Promise of Disaster Literature
WEZE R (4R ) - * JEH] F T
Years 2020 ~ 2023 (L7 #2)
HAEHE Hiroko Shoji
Leader Professor,
TG, W, AUEBE, T — A f 7 R C S 3 aculty of
MREERICE EE S, IR v, BURA SRR L.
H m LE LW BETHWERMEICOWTERT 5, AN
Purpose The research aims to show how “Disaster Literature” - (ST #d%)
struggles for historical justice, shapes the present, and FALH Eri Kobayashi
envisions the possible futures. Sub-Leader Professor,
Faculty of
Humanities
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Research Theme ESG investment Strategies for SDGs in the Asia-Pacific Region
WF7ei i (47 5) - * J& 1 5T
Years 2021~ 2024 (R 23 #0%)
FTLHE Sumiko Takaoka
Leader Professor,
A - @E A &, 7 Y7 KT B 5 SDGs R Faculty of Business
T 72BK - 26D ESGHEIZOWT, il 5 OFF
H W fili% & C. WREIIHGEET 5. I FIS
Purpose The purpose of this project is to examine ESG + (REE 50 %)
investment strategies and its evaluation from the FATH Norio Tokioka
investor comprehensively. Sub-Leader Professor,
Faculty of Business
Administration
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s3A 1y MiFFE  Pilot Projects

SUBZSTIR SR\ 31T % & BRI ORETRL & ERSE L ofE

ionic conductivity and durability, for the practical use of allsolid-
state batteries to revitalize in the Asia-Pacific region.

sen
prean U7 AP b REDD+ b L RBEONER & FH S L T— |
Theme Role of Developing Countries in Global Climate Change Governance and Challenges for International
Law: An Analysis of REDD+ and Rights of Indigenous Peoples in the Asia-Pacific Region
T O T KM BI 5 REDD+ 70 Y x 7 b EREREOME
RO NMEREO55H7 % 38 LT, RBEAE R IZ BTl LENC R
# &2 2 REDD+DOHREZ S 5 720 OEEE EOREE 77 RPN
q | Ae | . | e (B
Purpose This study analyzes the international legal challenges in Leader Daichi Fujita
promoting REDD+ functions, which allocates roles to developing Assistant Professor,
countries in combating climate change. The study examines Faculty of Law
REDD+ projects and human rights issues of indigenous peoples
pertaining to the Asia-Pacific region.
g
pEsl _ Il S S RRIIIGE | B & L N
Theme A grammatological study on the Writing systems of Old Chinese: focus on the writing system of Chu
SR, SRR O 551 5 BRI DI & LR
Homo |05, BEE | g
Purpose |To elucidate how characters expressed words in Old Chinese, Leader azuya Mlyajma
especially in Chu during the Warring states period Lecturer,
P y g J p ’ Faculty of Law
filfseE H 77T IR BEEHEALD 72 O AR TE A BB FEN ) 72 L& S LAl o b 56
Research | Development of pre-lithiation technology for the development of next-generation battery materials
Theme for revitalizing the Asia-Pacific region
T YT IREERE 2 L E T BB L F — R X B <ol
A HBEOREE L~ET 5 b RE R > ) 3 v BRSO (BT H03%)
H W |[HEZ2EkRlbzr X 5, HiEE Morihiro Saito
Purpose |[Development of high-performance Si electrodes for next- Leader Professor,
generation battery to address the environmanetal and energy Faculty of Science
issues focused on Asia-Pacific area. and Technology
flF7eHE H T YT RN SEER T 72 R AR TR I B FE A~ 72 VA TR AR T D B 58
Research Development of solid electrolyte membrane for next-generation battery,
Theme ahead of the Asia-Pacific region
T VT KRB O AL O 72 D ICHFIED D ST b &R E ANRSCR
WOFEREANEG T T, A A AMREEE LA & UG L 72 B E M (BT3B %0)
H W |EEZHET 5. HEE Fumisato Ozawa
Purpose |It is developed that a solid electrolyte membrane with improved Leader Assistant Professor,

Faculty of Science
and Technology
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Towards a post-pandemic world: lessons (to be) learned

Mauricio I. Dussauge-Laguna

While the Covid-19 pandemic is now
officially over, at least according to the World
Health Organization (WHO) and some national
governments (e.g. Japan, Mexico, the United
States), we are still far away from both fully
understanding its effects and drawing relevant
lessons from this experience for the future.
During the past 3 years, the pandemic altered
our lives in profound ways. In the face of what
some authors have called a “mega-crisis” —with
social, health, education, economic, and even
technological implications—, people around
the world had to confront unprecedented
circumstances. Almost overnight, families
became separated for months; children had
to take online classes; hospital workers faced
never-ending shifts; museums, shops, and
restaurants closed; medium and small-sized
businesses went bankrupt. And, of course,
millions of people got infected and, sadly,
hundreds of thousands died. The world clearly
changed, but we still lack a full detailed
picture of the immediate and longer-term
consequences brought about by Covid-19.

Throughout these years, national and
local governments, as well as international
organizations (e.g. the WHO), had to react to a
crisis that officially became a “pandemic” in a
matter of weeks. While global understanding
about the virus and its effects progressed
slowly, the number of contagions spread
exponentially across countries and regions. As
a result, governments implemented several
measures: from border closures to test and
trace programs; from adapting hospitals to
providing family income support; from the
use of masks to the suspension of musical
and sports events, including the long-planned
Tokyo 2020 Olympics (which eventually
took place a year later, albeit under highly
restrictive conditions). Decisions had to be
made by politicians and policymakers in the
middle of scientific, social, and economic
uncertainties.

Government responses were not, of course,
uniform. Studies have shown that policy

packages varied across nations, both in
terms of the policy instruments used and the
intensity with which political leaders reacted
to the crisis. Existing health sector capacity,
availability of scientific expertise, the nature
of political regimes (e.g. federal vs unitary
countries), public officials’ interest in learning
about how other countries were facing the
pandemic (e.g. New Zealand), and previous
experience with similar epidemics (e.g. Asian
countries) have been all flagged as factors
that may help understand the diversity of
responses. In some cases, like in Japan, taking
social behavior into account (e.g. Jishuku) may
be key to fully assess how the country faced the
pandemic. In others, like Brazil, one may need
to look at how populist leaders deliberately
downplayed the emergency, questioned
scientific expertise, and undermined their
own governments’ interventions. Public policy
and administration scholars should aim to
describe, understand, and explain which
factors contributed to more (or less) effective
government responses.

In the end, both government officials
and scholars around the world face the big
challenge of learning from the recent past to
secure a better future for all. Without being
exhaustive, a list of research topics that may
be worth pursuing are the following: why
some governments used scientific insights
quicker and better than others; which official
communication strategies worked better
and how; why some governments were
more willing and able to learn from past
experiences or foreign examples; what public
service areas were more affected and how;
which administrative capacities were key to
responding to the crisis; and, more generally,
what failed or could have been done better.
Ultimately, we will need to draw lessons about
how governments can bounce back, and how
they can get ready for any future pandemic. So
that our societies do not face as much suffering
and damage ever again.

* Public Administration Division, Centro de Investigacién y Docencia Econémicas, Mexico. These notes are based on
a research project on government responses to the Covid-19 pandemic. The author would like to thank the Center for
Asian and Pacific Studies (CAPS) for its hospitality, and the Mexican Government’s Science and Technology Agency
(CONACYT) for a sabbatical research stay grant in support of this project.
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Media literacy: moving beyond great expectations
Maira Vaca, Universidad Iberoamericana, Mexico

Infodemic, fakenews, disinformation;
post-truth, radicalization or hate-speech;
cyberterrorism, trollying, digital bullying,
surveillance or invasion of privacy; buying
and selling of personal data; narcissism and
addiction to social media; anxiety, depression
or self-harm; these are —yet not all the—
risks of the digital environment in need of a
powerful resilient strategy. To debate about
the pressing need for strengthening digital
and information literacy at university level,
the Center for Asian and Pacific Studies
(CAPS) embraced a research project that
analyses the reach and limits of media
literacy. The focus of this regional study is
placed on the complexity of the work ahead.

Definitions of and practices for media
literacy tend to flourish, readapt and radically
change with every communication technology.
Without doubt, Japan has one of the longest
and most successful experiences in the Asian
Pacific region when it comes to integrating
media skills onto compulsory school curricula
at different levels of education. In this effort,
for instance, Seikei University has developed
a solid practice across its different faculties
and academic programs to ensure that every
student enrolls at least one core course on
communications, media skills or information
literacy.

Nevertheless, previous research in the
region has found that generalizations

are difficult to state. Media education is
significantly dependent on speedy technology
trends, but also on the context. This is,
while media literacy might have become a
fashionable slogan when thinking on facing
the challenges imposed by the current
digital environment, it denotes hundreds of
definitions, invokes multiple literacies and
involves diverse dimensions. Media literacy
remains thus, very difficult to define and
implement through systemic school curricula.
At university level, for instance, disciplines,
expertise and goals greatly vary among
countries, institutions and programs, while
the stake and reach of media literacy acquire
different meanings among students, teachers,
researchers and managers.

The current digital environment might have
put media literacy, especially information
and digital education, as protagonists. But
to fully embrace the challenges ahead, it is
necessary to move beyond the predominant
and vague view of media literacy as a set
of competences aimed to armor students
against digital risks or as technological basic
toolkits to successfully face the power and the
speed of change on digital technologies. The
big task rests on recognizing the context of
these transformations, as well as on critically
evaluating the reach and limits of media
literacy as transformative tool.

Media literacy as resilient strategy

ASPECT Traditional approach CURRENT STATE Additional demands
ACCESS Focus on the platform |ACTION Focus on the user
. Political economy and
USE Meaningful engagement | DIGITAL BY DEFULT algorithmic generated data
.. S SOCIOEMONITAL Kind and quantity of
EVALUATION | Critical thinking REACTIONS information
Self-education and
CONTENT Technology proficiency |SHARING informal training through
CREATION and civic participation |INFORMATION constant interactions with
technology

Key topics discussed at CAPS Seminar on Postpandemic Media Literacy (March 31%, 2023).
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Alexander Bukh, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand

[ Japan-Korea relations during the Cold War era J

I write this report with profound gratitude
to the Centre for Asian and Pacific Studies
(CAPS) for enabling me to stay and conduct
month-long research at Seikei University
through the Visiting Research Fellowship.
In particular, I would like to thank my host,
Professor Mamoru Nagano, and the CAPS
staffs for making my stay very enjoyable and
hassle free.

This opportunity allowed me to advance
my research on Japan’s relations with the
Republic of Korea (ROK) in the post-war era.
The existing English-language scholarship
tends to ignore this period when analysing
the current state of affairs between the two
countries. The main purpose of this project
is to fill this gap and provide the broader
background for the transformations in
bilateral relations that took place from 1991
onwards.

In this research at Seikei University, as
mentioned above, I was able to deepen my
research on the historical background of
Japan-Korea relations. So far, I have been
studying Japan-Russia relations and Korea-
Russia relations at my Victoria University
of Wellington in New Zealand. As a result,
this research result means that my research
on diplomatic relations between the three
countries of Japan, South Korea, and Russia
has progressed. From the end of the 19th
century to the beginning of the 20th century,
Russia’s policy of moving southward in the
Far East had a major impact on Japan and
Korea. This study shows that the same
situation is occurring in the 21st century, but
not as it has historically been.

Following the summit meeting in May this

year, Japan-Korea relations are about to enter
a new era. As symbolized by the relationship
between Sweden and Finland, diplomatic
relations with neighbouring countries have
nurtured various histories. The same is true
for the United States and Canada, and the
United States and Mexico. Especially in the
case of Northeast Asia, in addition to Japan
and South Korea, Russia and China also
exist, and it can be said that it has carved a
unique history different from that of Europe
and North America. Much of the research in
this region has been done in New Zealand as
well as in the US and UK. On the other hand,
further research results were produced by
searching for materials in various places and
promoting various research exchanges.

In the future, I would like to deepen
my research on the trilateral relations in
Northeast Asia from a historical perspective.
During my stay at Seikei University, I was
able to explore these historical materials
and interact with researchers with similar
expertise in Japan. In my future research,
I would like to continue my research while
maintaining exchanges with Japanese
researchers.

Today, Northeast Asia is undergoing major
historical changes due to the rise of China.
In this research, I studied the diplomatic
relations of three countries: Japan, South
Korea, and Russia. In the future, I would like
to deepen my research on how China will be
involved in these three countries, and how
Central Asian countries such as Uzbekistan
and Kazakhstan will be affected by the
situation in Northeast Asia.
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