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Teach the People to Love and Hate: The Remolded Nationalist Trend
Living in China from 1949

Tang Sanjiao
University of Auckland, New Zealand

When exploring the origins of the nationalist
trend living and expanding in China today, the short
period between the late 1940s and early 1950s
should not be overlooked due to its brevity. Instead,
those few years witnessed the overwhelming
triumph of the communist force in China’s civil war,
the establishment of the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP)’s national regime, and the outbreak of the
Korean War, in which China participated as the
main force fighting against the UN army.

Since taking over the country, reshaping how the
Chinese people interpret nationalism has become a
key task for the CCP in founding its new regime.
The international tensions drastically rising as
China’s involvement in the Korean War made it
more urgent to re-educate the Chinese people on
how they should view the relationship between
China and the world. Resulting from the few years’
intensive efforts to teach the people to love and
hate, a remolded type of nationalist trend, which
notably differed from that prevailed in China before
1949, began to take root in Chinese society and
from then on bound up with the legitimacy of the
CCP’s rule. Admittedly, the opening-up policy and
market-oriented reform in over three decades from
the 1980s reduced the ruling party’s dependence
on nationalism. It was also in the same period that
many Chinese people renewed the way they
viewed China and the outside world. As the re-
tightening relationship between China and many
other countries, in addition to increasing domestic
challenges, recently, it again turned out to be highly
necessary for the CCP to promote nationalism and
once again re-educate the Chinese people
regarding the objects that they should love and
hate.

Therefore, understanding the essential features
of the remolded nationalist trend that has lived in
China for seven decades cannot only help us

understand the history of Maoist China but also add
to our understanding of China today. In this short
article, the author intends to succinctly demonstrate
the most substantial aspects characterizing the
Chinese nationalist trend from the early 1950s.
Through disclosing the new discourse system that
the CCP effectively used to transform the Chinese
people’s comprehension of nationalism, the article
aims to provide a historical mirror for rethinking the
ongoing nationalist tendency in today’s China.
According to the CCP’s fresh discourse system,
from 1949 it was key to cultivate the Chinese
people’s new patriotism (FrZEFE X ). Compared
with the old one, what was the newness? First of
all, since the establishment of the CCP’s national
regime, the Chinese people’s patriotic or
nationalistic emotions have been tied to their
supportive attitude toward the government. In other
words, one will be criticized and punished as
unpatriotic if only he or she says something against
the government, which remains as a red line in
China until now. In the meantime, to be in line with
the new patriotism, the Chinese people since the
early 1950s have been continuously indoctrinated
with the internationalist ideals rigidly associated
with the two-bloc division produced by the
international tensions of the Cold War. Despite the
paradox between nationalism and internationalism,
the CCP taught the people to love many other
countries in addition to China. The list of beloved
countries is changeable based on the need in
different periods, in which the thinking model and
judging standard molded by the Cold War have not
been changed. Last but not least, from the
beginning of the 1950s, it is not yet enough to keep
loving a number of countries for the Chinese people
to be fully patriotic. Moreover, how patriotic one
appears to be is usually judged by whether he or
she hates certain countries and how heavy the
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hatred is. Paralleling the Cold-War-like list of
beloved countries, there have always been primary
and secondary countries that the Chinese people
should hate, among which either the U.S. or Japan
can be defined as the most hateful anytime when
needed, regardless of how their communication
and cooperation with China expanded in the post-
Mao era.

The length limit of the article does not allow more
in-depth discussions backed by detailed historical
evidences. But if only referring to the Chinese
nationalist trend that is enjoying popularity on the
Internet, you will find the same old wine in a new
bottle, as the Chinese people are being taught to
love and hate in the ways similar to seven decades
ago.
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Exploring Japanese Identities During a Visiting Fellowship

Monica Wirz
University of Cambridge, United Kingdom

Visiting research fellowships are invaluable
opportunities for knowledge exchange. For the
guest scholar, the uninterrupted time for reflection
comes as one of the most precious gifts one could
wish for. The appreciation for my visiting fellowship
at CAPS, Seikei University, was only heightened by
the long period between its conception and fruition:
4 years ago, | met Professor Endo and Ms Yoshida,
while they were heading a Seikei University student
trip at my home institution, Pembroke College,
Cambridge. That was when we first discussed
opportunities for cooperation. But then came Covid,
and all our lives were put on hold.

In these four years, however, my topic of interest
has only become more relevant: as the Japanese
economy continues to be under pressure, its
workforce faces long working hours and commutes
in less stable environments. Simultaneously, Japan
also faces the threat of a declining fertility rate,
which currently stands well below replacement
level. The conflicting demands between the public
sphere — which requires more bodies to turn the
wheels of the economy — and the private sphere —
where time and energy are required for
relationships to be nurtured and for the nation to
reproduce itself — have become the focus of my
research.

I am grateful for Professors Evan and Endo’s
help in the selection of a group of intellectually
curious individuals. | had planned to form and train
a team to help me conduct interviews in Japanese,
but the dedication and work ethics | found in Mr
Hagiwara, Ms Tanaka and Ms Enatsu have far
surpassed my expectations. More than support for
my work, they have made a strong contribution to
the interobserver reliability and the overall insights

in the findings of this research. These were
subsequently presented to different audiences at
Seikei and Sofia University, the European Union
Delegation and in a special workshop for our
research participants. | am thankful to all who were
part of this process of discovery.

This research project is a tribute to all who make
such exchanges possible. At CAPS, Professor
Nagano and Dr Komatsu, on the academic side,
and Ms Nagahashi and Ms Hosomoto, on the
administrative front, have welcomed me to their
environment and given me all the support and
incentive | needed. At International House, Mr and
Mrs Furuya went out of their way in their
professionalism and warmth to make my stay
comfortable. | would also like to extend my gratitude
to all the support team at Seikei University, from the
library team to the porters, who so kindly greet us
on our daily arrival on campus; from the cleaning
and catering staff to the gardening team who so
aptly look after our wellbeing. All in all, Seikei
University felt like home and also as a great
ambassador for Japan, perfectly representing all
the positive values of its country. | shall always
cherish the memories of this fellowship.
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Environmental Technology Innovation and ESG Investment
in the Asia-Pacific Region
Edited by Sumiko Takaoka (Springer, 2024)
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