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Assessing and Practicing Speaking Skills

B - EZRER

In this workshop, four presenters will give brief introductions to
various ways to assess and improve speaking skills. This will be followed
by an extended discussion of the topic, in which all participants will
share their ideas and practices.

BEHES

[Associate Lecturer (Jokin-teacher)]
Andrew James Whitmyre
Caroline Handley
Christopher Louis Modell
Hiroaki Umehara
James William Bates
Mari Kuromatsu
Michael Green
Quenby Hoffman Aoki
Susan Louise Brennan
Thomas Andrew Paterson

[Faculty of Business Administration]
Peter D Evan

KB - =15
FRERR

Date: Tuesday, July 13, 2021
Time: 1:20 pm - 2:20 pm

Venue: Zoom
HREAZL (RER) 11 members
1. Four presenters will give brief introductions to various ways to
assess and improve speaking skills.
- Sue Brennan will talk about how she uses Flipgrid for assessment within
an IELTS Preparation course.
*Mari Kuromatsu will explain how Flipgrid can be used as a homework
SO5S L1 tool and share students’ opinions about this use.

- James Bates will tell us how he approached the Show & Tell presentation
task, including student requirements and assessment.
- Caroline Handley will talk about conducting presentations within class
time, instead of students preparing them as homework.

2. ALl participants will share their ideas and practices.
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This FD session focused on speaking skills and in particular presentation
skills. Sue Brennan and Mari Kuromatsu introduced Flipgrid, an online
teaching tool, and explained how they used it in their classes. The
other teachers either had not used Flipgrid or had used it in different
ways, so this was very useful information and prompted many questions.
We found this can be a useful tool for promoting discussion between
students as well as assessing their speaking skills, which can also
reduce student anxiety and increase their motivation. The presenters
also discussed how it was particularly appropriate for online teaching
and how they would continue to use it in face-to-face teaching.

As the College English Listening & Speaking course includes a show &
tell presentation as a compulsory assessment task, it was very
interesting for everyone to hear James Bates’ presentation and then to
talk about how they approached this task. He included a more academic
section in the task, in which students moved beyond describing their
chosen object and explaining why they chose it, to talk about it more
generally, as a cultural object. Afterwards we discussed our different
interpretations of this task, such as restricting the choice to an
object of sentimental value.

Finally Caroline Handley talked about preparing students to be able to
write, practice, and record a presentation within one class period, as
an assessment task. By working in small groups and basing the task on
work completed in previous lessons, students were able to complete the
task well, using the language and presentation skills they had learned.
We discussed the use of translation software by students to write
presentations and reports and how this could be one method to prevent
such dependence.
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Transitioning back to f2f classes

B - EZRER

In this reflective workshop, all participants will for 4-5 minutes about
their experiences of moving back to f2f teaching after 1.5 years on
Zoom. Topics may include, but are not limited to, challenges and rewards
of switching back to f2f teaching; online practices we have taken back
into the classroom; new uses of technology in f2f classes (Google,
Teams, CoursePower, etc.); teaching hybrid classes; changes to f2f
teaching now and pre-pandemic. These short talks will be followed by
general discussions of the themes raised, and all participants will
share their ideas and practices.

BEHES

[Associate Lecturer (Jokin-teacher)]
Andrew James Whitmyre
Caroline Handley
Christopher Louis Modell
Hiroaki Umehara
James William Bates
Mari Kuromatsu
Michael Green
Quenby Hoffman Aoki
Susan Louise Brennan

Thomas Andrew Paterson

[Faculty of Business Administration]
Peter D Evan

KB - =15

Date: Tuesday, January 18, 2022
Time: 1:15 pm - 2:15 pm

PRIER Venue: Zoom

HREAZ (RER) 11 members
1. ALl participants will for 4-5 minutes about their experiences of
moving back to f2f teaching after 1.5 years on Zoom.

TOT5 LR

2. These short talks will be followed by general discussions of the
themes raised, and all participants will share their ideas and practices.
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This FD meeting was used as a space to reflect on our teaching after

experiencing the sudden shift to online teaching and how it had
influenced our beliefs and practices. Everyone talked about one aspect
of their experience, then we discussed these ideas.

Many people talked about technology, such as Seikei University’ s LMS,
CoursePower; Google Sites and Classroom; and grading management tools.
Although no one had used the LMS before the shift to online teaching,
many teachers had continued to use it in the fall semester and were
planning to do so in the next academic year. We discussed the various
ways it could be used for homework tasks.

Other teachers talked about how they had taught hybrid classes and the
challenges they had faced. We discussed different ways to conduct pair
and group work in hybrid classes and techniques to overcome the problem
of playing audio tracks and videos so that students could hear them
clearly on Zoom and in the classroom.

Finally, we discussed the advantages and disadvantages of online
teaching. Although all teachers agreed that they preferred interacting
with students in the classroom, some teachers suggested that some courses
could be delivered equally effectively online. In particular, teachers
of repeater classes reported that student attendance was much higher
online than on campus. We discussed the potential benefits of online
learning for students with low motivation or debilitating anxiety
regarding learning English.
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