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Development of Information and Communication Technologies and Its Impact to Legal Issue (1)

Present status of copyright problems —

Hitomi MURAKAMI'!, Satoshi OGATA™, Shuji KAWASAKI™

ABSTRACT: Development of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) and their

penetration such as Internet and digital broadcasting gave deep impact to copyright issues. Digital

technology makes it possible to copy the multimedia content (image, picture and sound) keeping their

quality equivalent. For example, various kinds of digital broadcasting contents can be copied many times

with the equivalent quality of original and sent them by Internet to unspecified persons, anytime and

anywhere. These kinds of digital technologies are now indispensable in our daily lives. On the other

hand, such a very useful technology has the negative impact for copyright holder of those contents. This

paper discusses the relationship between advancing digital technologies and related legal issues focusing

on copyright problems. In addition, legal issues are also introduced for Ubiquitous network environment

which is expected to be the next generation infrastructure of communication network.
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