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An Approach to Teaching Presentation Skills 
 to the First-year Engineering Students 

Junko TOYOSHIMA��, Kohei YUGE��, Takanobu OGAWA��,

ABSTRACT� Recently communicative competence is considered as one of the major requisites for 
becoming a successful engineer. In order to comply with this social need, we implemented a series of 
presentation classes as a part of a compulsory course in liberal arts to enhance communication abilities of 
the first-year engineering students. In the first and the second classes, students studied basic information 
on presentations and ways of making effective visuals. In the third class, using the knowledge learned in 
the prior classes, they made presentations on their favorites. We introduced a peer evaluation method as a 
mean of promoting cooperative learning. At the end of the course, we conducted a survey of the overall 
impression of the presentation skills class. The results show that students eagerly participated in the class, 
and showed creativity and ingenuity as autonomous learners.
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