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Topic Options For Your Presentation

Instructions:

* Read the two presentation options. Choose ONE and prepare your presentation.

* Your presentation must be ten minutes in length.

* Your handout must be no longer than one A4-sized page.

* Bring three copies of your handout and give them to the interview panel.

* In addition to your handout, you may use posters, charts, or other visual aids in your
presentation if you wish.

* Your presentation may be given in either English or Japanese.

* Do research on your presentation option. Use your school or local libraries and online

sources. You may also ask your teacher(s) for advice.

Presentation: Option A

It has long been known that reading for pleasure has many benefits. For instance, in a recent
study*(2023), Professor Yuka Takahashi and her colleagues confirmed that reading for pleasure
may promote a capacity for empathy. It is worrying, therefore, that the amount of time that
people, particularly the younger generation, spend reading is falling dramatically.
“https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0287542

Part One
Explain some of the benefits that reading for pleasure can bring.

Part Two

Describe some of the actions that can be taken by parents, schools, and universities to

encourage more children and young adults to read for pleasure.

Presentation: Option B

According to a survey by Swiss international education company, EF (Education First)”,
Japan has fallen in English ability from 14th out of 113 non-English-speaking countries in
2011 to 87th in 2023. Of the 23 countries studied in the Asian region, Japan now ranks 15th.
" https://www.nippon.com/en/japan-data/h01843/
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Part One
Describe some of the reasons for the decline in Japan’s overall English proficiency and any
steps that can be taken to improve this situation.

Part Two
To what extent do you think it is important for the Japanese to be competent English users?
Give reasons to support your opinion(s).

Possible Sources
Here are some sources to assist you with your research. Please note that you are not required

to use any of them; they are given to help you get started with your presentation.

Option A

* http://natlib.govt.nz/schools/reading-engagement/understanding-reading-engagement/
reading-for-pleasure-a-door-to-success

* https://www.edutopia.org/article/benefits-reading-pleasure/

* https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7¢18d540f0b61a825d66e9/
reading_for pleasure.pdf

* https://ukla.org/ukla resources/promoting-reading-for-pleasure/

Option B

* https://www.nucba.ac.jp/themes/s_cic%40cic%40nucba/pdf/njlcc052/06REESOR.PDF
* https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23311886.2017.1399783

* https://www.britishcouncil.jp/en/what-essential-english-educational-reform-japan

* https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Better-English-is-in-Japan-s-security-interest


https://natlib.govt.nz/schools/reading-engagement/understanding-reading-engagement/reading-for-pleasure-a-door-to-success
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7c18d540f0b61a825d66e9/reading_for_pleasure.pdf
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HHLEE (World Heritage Site) &1, 1972 fFo 212 22 (UNESCO) #aTHINRE
7o TS O SAVEE J O B S8E2E O (R IC B - 2 549 ) Gaf [HFLEESK ) 1o %,
HFGEPE Y 2 MicERI YRR L £,

HARZ AR 2@l AN — L2 x—=Y o THEEED X ] GK) Dhrd bRl
FUBE R —DEC, OMBUMPEEL & 7 7- B Y PHEA 2R Z fRICR <71, @M%
FLEFEOWEE L FIFEHZ CO BB OVWTHR, Hh-0OFEZ ZRRTLE I 0y,

XOTHEUEEY X ] iconT

1) BHARzZA 2 atpadHARF —L~—2 0 MHEFGEEY 2+ ] © URLIZLL T oM@ ) T
9, https://www.unesco.or.jp/activities/isan/worldheritagelist/

2) ER1) o MHFLEED 2 b 122017 F0 b D TF, BIOMFHEED X F 2 HEP
720 EIE, 2 AR a KK -2 =Y [HEFLGEFE D X b ] (World Heritage List) %%
L C< 7~ &, URL (ZBA T D@ Y ©TF, https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/
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