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テーマ・概要
How people and events are described in mass media is largely influenced by who is writing it for whom, along with other 
factors such as when the text is written and where (or through what media) it appears as well as for what purposes. This 
class takes a closer look at some news reports and analyze the discourse constructed and presented by the writer. The 
discourse analysis will focus on the choice of vocabulary, sentence structure, and metaphors used, but it will also address 
contextual factors such as the target audience and the choice of media.

Following DP2, the goal of the course is as follows:
•　You should be able to identify particular metaphorical expressions, vocabulary, or sentence construction chosen by the 
writer to convey a certain version of  an event provided in the English-language media.
• You should also be able to explain what might have motivated the writer to choose the particular expressions.
・ You should be able to critically analyze chosen texts and decipher the narrative constructed by the writer and explain 
your analysis both orally and in formal writing.

到達目標

授業の計画と準備学修

第2回

Language and representation 2
a. The universalist approach and metaphor
b. Metaphors in English and Japanese: similar? different?
c. Differences in vocabulary and grammar between languages
d. Possible problems with the relativist approach

a. Review.
b. Write a summary (600 letters in Japanese, or 300 words in English) of the book on 
metaphor. Bring it to the next class.

90 min.

Language and representation 1
a. Discussion on the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis.
b. The 'universalist' position versus the 'relativist' position
c. One possible universalist approach: metaphor
d. Exercise: Find some books on metaphor

a. Review.
b. Read one book on metaphor. Be prepared to talk about it and tell the class what you have 
learned in Class 4.

90 min.

第1回

第3回

授業の計画・内容

準備学修の目安(分)

Introduction
a. What is sociolinguistics?
b. What is discourse analysis?
c. How is language considered to represent the world?

a. Review.
b. Find out what the 'Sapir-Whorf hypothesis' is. Be prepared to explain and discuss whether 
you agree with it or not.

60 min.

回数

準備学修(予習･復習等)
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第7回

第8回

a. Review
b. What do you know about 'language and gender' issues? Be prepared for discussions.

Words used to depict gender
a. How women are described
b. How men are described
c. Exercise: Find some articles on-line in which women and men are described in certain ways

a. Review.
b. Find one article that is a good example of how ideas about gender is described by the 
word choice and bring it to the next class for discussion.

60 min.

Vocabulary of warfare
a. Check the assignment: Discussion
b. What words are used and to what effect in modern warfare
c. Exercise: Find some articles on-line in which certain words are used to describe warfare

60 min.

a. Review.
b. Find one article that is a good example of how ideas related to warfare are described by 
the word choice and bring it to the next class for discussion.

60 min.

Vocabulary of acts of terror
a. Check the assignment: Discussion
b. What words are use and to what effect in reporting acts of terror
c. Exercise: Find some articles on-line in which certain words are used to describe acts of terror

a.　Review.
b. Find one article that is a good example of how ideas related to acts of terror are 
described by the word choice and bring it to the next class for discussion.

a. Review.
c. Find articles reporting the same event by different newspapers/TV broadcasting companies. 
Identify who is doing what to whom. Are they using different vocabulary and different 
sentence structures to tell different stories? Why?

90 min.

第9回 Sentence construction and representation
a. Check the assignment: Discussion
b. Who/What does what to whom/what
c. Which newspaper: the target audience
d. A quick look at websites of British/American/Japanese newspapers and TV broadcasting companies

第4回

第5回

第6回

How to read the headlines 1
a. How to 'decipher' a headline
b. Exercise: Interpret and explain some headlines

a. Review.
b. Interpret some news headlines and be ready to explain.

60 min.

How to read the headlines 2
a. Exercise: Bring some news headlines and explain the grammatical points and meanings

60 min.
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60 min.

Getting ready for the end of the term
a. Q&A session
b. How to write a term paper

90 min.

90 min.

第15回

a. Start writing your term paper.
b. Be ready to give a brief presentation on your term paper topics.

90 min.

Presentation 1: 
The first group of the class will give presentations on the term paper topics.

a. Keep working on your term paper.
b. Be ready to give a brief presentation on your term paper topics.

Presentation 2: 
The second group of the class will give presentations on the term paper topics.

a. Finish writing your term paper.

第14回

60 min.

第11回

第12回

第13回

Mid-term Presentation
a. Compare your findings in pairs
b. Give a brief presentation of your findings

a. Review.
b. Start thinking about your term paper topics and searching for appropriate texts for 
analysis.

A case study: violent men and crimes against women
a. Review on language and gender
b. Vocabulary, metaphor, and sentence constructions to depict men and women in crimes against women
c. Language and representation: Summary and conclusion

a. Review.
b. Think about your term paper topics and searching for appropriate texts for analysis.

Critical discourse analysis
a. Analyzing the media
b. Critical reading

a. Review.
b. Think about your term paper topics and searching for appropriate texts for analysis.

60 min.

第10回
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You will be introduced to a selection of recommended readings in class.

質問・相談方法等(オフィス・アワー)
ポータルサイトで周知する。

授業の方法
There will be opportunities in class for you to do some internet search for appropriate texts for analysis, but you will 
need to work more on your own.
There will be weekly assignments, and reviews and preparations are essential.
You will be assigned a term paper at the end of the term.
The classroom language will be both English and Japanese.

成績評価の方法
In-class contribution: 30%
Weekly assignments: 20%
Presentations: 20%
Term paper: 30%

成績評価の基準
成蹊大学の成績評価基準（学則第39条）に準拠する。/Grades in the course are based on the criteria of Seikei University 
Regulation No.39.

必要な予備知識／先修科目／関連科目
N/A

テキスト
Excerpts of the following textbooks, as well as others, will be distributed in class　（コピー適宜配布）:
Fairclough, N. (2001). Language and Power. 2nd edition. London: Longman.
Montgomery, M. (2008). An Introduction to Language and Society. 3rd edition. Abingdon: Routledge.
Mooney, A. et al. (2011). Language, Society and Power. 3rd edition. Abingdon: Routledge.
Richardson, J. E. (2006). Analyzing Newspapers: An approach from critical discourse analysis. Basingstoke: Palgrave 
Macmillan.
Spender, D. (1998). Man Made Language. 4th edition. London: Rivers Oram.
参考書
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